
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
As many of you will be aware we are currently waiting for a Congolese family, who are resident in South 
Africa, to come to Canada and our Family of Parishes.   
 

Christian MUTUALE LUSUNA  42 yrs.  Male 
Noela RACHA TAHIBANDA  30 yrs.  Female 
Precious MUTUALE LUSUNA  6 yrs.  Female 
Kevine MUTUALA LUSUNA  5 yrs.  Female 
Faith MUTUALE LUSUNA  7 months Female 

 
The family were initially due to arrive in March 2020, but the pandemic stopped that happening.  The 
pandemic and anti-refugee legislation in South Africa, also put an end to the family’s income, from 
Christian’s security job.  In South Africa refugees receive no financial support from the South African 
Government or the United Nations and many refugees are forced to live and beg on the streets. Local 
churches do offer support, but they are overwhelmed by the number of refugees fleeing war zones such 
as the Congo. In this respect Christian, Noela and family have been fortunate because a number of our 
parishioners have kept the family safe by paying their rent and providing money for food.  
 
The family were then due to come to Canada in November/ December of 2020, but that did not happen.  
Since then, the Sponsorship Team and the Diocesan Refugee Ministry have made repeated 
representations to Canada Immigration on behalf of the family.  We are elated and relieved to tell you 
that those representations have finally paid off.  We have now been told by a senior person in Canada 
Immigration that arrangements are being made to bring the family to Canada. We still don’t have a date, 
but we hope and pray that it will be sometime in July. 
 
The sixteen months since the family were first due to come to Canada have been an emotional roller-
coaster ride for them, with a series of false hopes and setbacks. During this time, their Christian faith 
and unwavering trust in God has kept them strong and for us has been inspirational. The family’s 
emotions, when they finally received the news that their journey to Canada and safety is imminent, 
were beyond description.  
 
Our sponsorships are called Blended Visor Office Referral sponsorships (BVOR). This government jargon 
means that refugees under this scheme have been identified by the United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) as being in special need. This scheme is currently unique to Canada and in this case, 
involves a partnership between our Family of Parishes and the Canadian Government.  The Government 
will provide health care, child benefits and six months of financial support.  Our parishes will provide 
another six months of financial support, plus all the emotional and physical support the family will need 
during their first year in Canada. This is a huge responsibility, but we have a great, an enthusiastic and 
now experienced sponsorship team.  Additionally, we are monitored by the Diocese Refugee Ministry, 
local government resettlement organisations, Canada Immigration and most importantly by Father 
Thom. 
 
We have everything ready and waiting for the family, including temporary accommodation and detailed 
plans for their quarantine and twelve month sponsorship. All we need now is the family. 

 
West Middlesex Catholic Family of Parishes, Sponsorship Team 
 


